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SUMMER 

Tom and Mary Louise Strohl enjoyed their       
afternoon at Summer Fest.

Summer Fest 2018 
was held August 5th on a 
beautiful day at Haven 
Park.  There were  77 
adults and 13 children in 
attendance.  The pulled 
pork, grilled brats and hot 
dogs helped set a 
bountiful table of food.  
We were happy to have a 
number of blueberry 
desserts! Thank you to 
everyone who helped and 
attended.

Stella Mottonen, Carter Salata, Michelle Salata and Karen 
Trynoski enjoyed some of the delightful food.

Join us next year for Summer Fest 2019 on August 4th



Mark Your Calendars!

Grant Township meetings
are the 2nd Tuesday of the   
month at 6:00 PM at the
Grant Township Commu-
nity Center

Grant Township Work
sessions are the Thursday
before their regular meeting
at 6:00 PM at the Grant
Township Community Center.

Zoning meetings are the 4th
Tuesday of the month at
7:00 PM.

County Commissioners
meetings are the 3rd                                                                                                                             
Wednesday of the month at
6:30 PM.

SSA meetings are the 3rd
Wednesday of the month at
6:30 p.m.

2019 SSA Meeting 
Dates
June 19
July 17

August 21
September 18

Women’s Meeting
Tuesdays, 10 AM

LLB Firehall

Upcoming Events

June 21, Mid Summer 
 Bonfire, Bete Grise
July 21 & 22
  Dumpster Days
August 4, Summer Fest
August 10, Fish Boil
August 17, Kid’s Fishing
 Tournament 
December 7, SSA  & VFD
  Christmas Party
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 FROM THE PRES

2018 FINANCIAL UPDATE
INCOME                        EXPENSES      EXPENSES CON’T 
Dues              1,030.00   Insurance                266.00    Copying                 102.00  
Donations         530.00   Web Page                 25.00    Kid’s Fish            1,870.75    
Misc.                 110.00   Postage                     73.50    Christmas Party     160.78
Kid’s Fish      1,364.48    Misc.                        224.81    Summer Fest         599.41  
Rummage     2,035.75    Supplies                     59.61   Total                    3,381.86             
Total            5,070.23                                                                          
            
Misc. includes banners, popcorn supplies,  propane, rummage supplies    $224.81

BALANCE AS OF 12/31/18   $1,812.05   (not including Kid’s Fish & Rumm/FH)  

SSA Newsletter
Please consider helping with the newsletter by letting us know of interesting 

activities and also by taking pictures at SSA events.  Your help is important in 
order to keep the newsletter going.

Congratulations on another great year for SSA.  Our members and 
officers are committed to keeping our traditions strong and 
accomplishing new things for the good of every one on the South Shore. 

As you enjoy this newsletter, PLEASE take a moment to renew your 
membership.  As we lose some residents and gain new ones, we need 
to keep everyone informed of the benefits of joining, or renewing, an 
SSA membership.

For our meetings open the third Wednesday of the month (June to 
September), we are looking for ideas to have speakers that would be of 
interest to our area.  Topics can be anything from history, geography, 
food, etc.  If you know of someone, contact me or any officer.

If you have information about a portable sound system, we are still in 
need.  Hopefully, this could also be used for the Firehall TV.  If not, a 
sound bar will be needed to improve the TV’s performance.  

SAVE THE DATES of JUNE22/23……The LLB Parks Committee has 
set these days for a Union Park clean-up.  This is the first step to 
developing our park.  Please come out and help us get started.  Info will 
be posted.

Anne and I look forward to seeing everyone in spring.  Until then, 
stay warm!      Jim
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IN MEMORY AND APPRECIATION

Audrey Carlson 1943-2018

Audrey Carlson was a wife, 
mother, grandmother, friend, and 
many talented resident of Lac La 
Belle.  You could find her 
involved in local activities with 
her ready smile and willing 
hands.  She will be missed by all 
who knew her but remembered 
often and fondly.

Audrey married Wendell 
Carlson Nov. 18, 1961.  They 
celebrated 56 years of marriage.  
They raised their two children 
Tracy and Bryon in Lac La Belle.  
Together, they took up sailing 
and bought the Dawn Treader.  
Audrey and Wendell sailed over 
35,000 miles with their children 
joining them several summers.  
Wendell and Tracy recently 
sailed to Isle Royale with Audrey 
getting the provisions together.

Audrey’s family includes daughter Tracy, her husband Daniel Farrand and their daughter Alexandra 
and son Bryon, his wife Mila and children Kristoffer and Vanessa.  Audrey shared her love of baking, 
cooking, gardening and photography with her family.  As a baker, Audrey won several local baking 
contests.  She was also chosen as 1 of 100 bakers for the Pillsbury 19th Bake Off in 1968 in Dallas, TX.

Audrey was a graduate of Suomi College.  She was a registered nurse at Our Lady of Mercy Nursing 
Home in Hubbell and with Keweenaw Home Nursing and Hospice.  In her retirement Audrey was a 
Hospice Volunteer and was honored as Volunteer of the Year in 1996.

Audrey was involved in many activities in the Lac La Belle Area.  She supported the Lac La Belle 
Volunteer Fire Department when Wendell was a member through activities with the Auxiliary.  With her 
cooking and baking expertise, Audrey helped with all three editions of the LLBVFD Cookbook, Burnt 
Offerings.  She sent many long hours editing and typing the recipes.  Included in the cookbooks are 
many of her “famous” recipes.  

Audrey and Wendell cooked hotdogs for the Kid’s Fishing Tournament every August.  She helped 
with the SSA Summer Fest each summer.  

We will miss Audrey’s involvement in the LLB area, but we will especially miss her warmth, laughter 
and friendship.  Thank you Audrey, for making such a difference in our area and beyond.
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LAC LA BELLE VFD
A Message from the Chief:
This is a reminder for our residents who 

burn wood during any season.  Please take 
the time to clean and inspect your chimney 
and your stove regularly.  And for everyone, 
it’s also that time of the year to change those 
batteries in your smoke detectors.  Please 
check yours to make sure it’s operational.

Thank you, Rick Olson, Chief, LLVFD

The LLB Volunteer Fire Department 
assists in more than just fire protection in our 
area.  The Fire Department is called to help 
with local search and rescue.  They also assist 
when traffic control if needed following an 
accident.

The Annual Fish Boil was held August 11 
at the Fire Hall.  We thank our many 
volunteers who help organize the event, set 
up, make cookies, boil the fish, serve and 
finally clean up.  Without your help, we would 
not be able to have this fundraiser.

Ava Delmotte was the cutest volunteer
at the Fish Boil!

            Mid Summer   
Hearty residents from the area met at  

Bete Gris for the Annual Mid Summer 
Celebration.  Thank you Firemen for the great 
bonfire!
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KIDS FISHING TOURNAMENT

  Keegan Bohlsen Reese Johnson

Dakota Handy Olivia Johnson

The festivities for Kid’s Fishing was re-located to the Fire Hall this year.  The relocation allowed for easier set-up 
and the use of inside facilities no matter the weather conditions.  There were 52 children registered.  We again thank 
Cathy Westcott for donating worms and arranging for pop to by donated by Hancock Bottling.  Thank you, Lynn 
Zapolnek for another great Kid’s Fishing Event!

Happy Bike Winners!



Page 6                                                                                                                             Winter 2018/2019

SSA & VFD CHRISTMAS PARTY            

Is Rick really only carving the
ham??

The SSA and Lac La Belle Fire Department 
Annual Christmas Party was held Saturday, 
December 1st at the Fire Hall Meeting Room.  It 
was nice to see so many join in a festive 
gathering.  The Fire Department provide ham for 
dinner with many delicious pot-luck dishes 
rounding out a great meal.

Thank you to Jackie Sorenson and Stella 
Mottonen for their planning, decorating and 
coordination to make the Christmas Party a great 
success.

The White Elephant Gifts again provided the 
entertainment for the evening.  After several gifts 
going back and forth, everyone went home with a 
“treasure”.

Please think about joining the “core” group of 
locals next year.  The Christmas Party date of 
December 7 has already been set.  



MEMBERSHIP FORM   (ONE MEMBER PER 
FORM) 

(One name per form please)
NAME:____________________________________________________EMAIL:______________________

PERMANENT ADDRESS:__________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

SEASONAL ADDRESS:___________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

DUES:  $10 DONATION: CHECK NUMBER:

(One name per form please)
NAME:____________________________________________________EMAIL:_______________________

PERMANENT ADDRESS:__________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

SEASONAL ADDRESS:____________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

DUES:  $10 DONATION: CHECK NUMBER:
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  Pay dues by April 30

Please pay before Summer 
Fest so we know our budget

Please take time to fill out and return your membership form.  Your help 
in doing this in a timely manner will be very helpful.  You will be taken off 
the mailing/email list when dues are not paid for three years.   Mail to 
Jackie Sorenson, PO Box 183, Mohawk, MI 49950

Lac La Belle Swimmer’s

The first week of August, 2017, the Nurmi’s great 
grandsons came up on vacation.  Grand Combs, age 
sixteen and Evan Combs, age thirteen swam across Lac La 
Belle from the Nurmi cottage to the Red Sands Resort.  It’s 
a little over a mile across; they swam it in twenty three 
minutes.  Both boys swim for their schools.  They also swim 
in state competitions.

(Our apologies for not printing this story last year.)
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South Shore 
Association

P.O. Box 183
Mohawk, MI  49950

President
Jim Valsa
906-289-4995
jamesevalsa@gmail.com

Vice President
Lynn Zapolnek
517-648-6150
906-289-4971
lynnzapolnek@yahoo.com

Treasurer
Jackie Sorenson
906-296-9330
jjsorenson@pasty.net

Secretary
Marge Meyers
906-396-8913
mgmeyers@uplogon.com

About Us 
Founded in 1995, the South Shore Association is a legal nonprofit, incorporated, tax exempt 

community organization. 

Your Involvement 
All residents are encouraged to run for Grant Township office, register to vote in Grant Township, 

and attend Township and County meetings.  This is the most important thing you can do to promote our 
interests on the South Shore.  By attending SSA meetings, you can share your ideas, get informed, get 
networked, and be part of the various projects we undertake to enhance the quality of life on the South 
Shore. 

Guiding Principles 
1.  To be the voice of the South Shore in Grant Township and insure proper and equitable 
distribution of tax dollars. 
2. To improve and maintain desirable living conditions for the many cottage dwellers and permanent 
South Shore residents in Grant Township. 
3. To provide and maintain a friendly spirit of cooperation among the members for mutual benefit 
and enjoyment. 
4. To support and enhance a quality of life on the South Shore. 

P.O. Box 183
Mohawk, MI   49950
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